
386th TACTICAL FIGHTER SQUADRON            

 
MISSION 
 
LINEAGE 
386th Bombardment Squadron (Light) constituted, 28 Jan 1942 
Activated, 15 Mar 1942 
Redesignated 386th Bombardment Squadron (Dive), 27 Jul 1942 
Redesignated 386th Bombardment Squadron (Light), 6 Dec 1943 
Redesignated 386th Bombardment Squadron, Heavy, 19 Ju1 1945 
Inactivated, 18 Dec 1945 
Redesignated 386th Bombardment Squadron, Very Heavy, 14 Jul 1947 
Activated in the reserve, 30 Jul 1947 
Inactivated, 27 Jun 1949 
Redesignated 386th Fighter-Bomber Squadron, 29 Jul 1954 
Activated, 1 Oct 1954 
Redesignated 386th Tactical Fighter Squadron, 1 Ju1 1958 
Inactivated, 18 Feb 1959 
 
STATIONS 
Bowman Field, KY, 15 Mar 1942 
Will Rogers Field, OK, 12 Jun 1942 
Hunter Field, GA, 18 Aug 1942 
DeRidder AAB, LA, 18 Feb 1943 
Rice AAFld, CA, 13 Apr 1943 
Salinas AAB, CA, 13 Aug-24 Oct 1943 
Port Moresby, New Guinea, 30 Nov 1943 
Gusap, New Guinea, 25 Dec 1943 
Nadzab, New Guinea, 12 Jun 1944 
Hollandia, New Guinea, 12 Jul 1944 



Tanauan, Leyte, 19 Nov 1944 
San Jose, Mindoro, 26 Jan 1945 
Mangaldan, Luzon, 10 Feb 1945 
Floridablanca, Luzon, 20 Apr 1945 
Okinawa, 13 Aug-28 Nov 1945 
Ft Lewis, WA, 13-18 Dec 1945 
Ellington Field, TX, 30 Jul 1947-27 Jun 1949 
Clovis (later, Cannon) AFB, NM, 1 Oct 1954-18 Feb 1959 
 
ASSIGNMENTS 
312th Bombardment Group, 15 Mar 1942-18 Dec 1945 
Tenth Air Force, 30 Jul 1947 
312th Bombardment Group, 13 Aug 1947-27 Jun 1949 
312th Fighter-Bomber Group, 1 Oct 1954 
312th Fighter Bomber (later Tactical Fighter) Wing, 8 Oct 1957-18 Feb 1959 
 
WEAPON SYSTEMS 
V-72, 1942-1943 
A-24, 1942-1943 
A-24A 
A-36, 1943 
P-40, 1943-1944 
A-20, 1944-1945 
B-32, 1945 
F-86, 1955-1956 
F-86H 
F-100, 1956-1959 
 
COMMANDERS 
Maj Ray L. Obenshain, Jr., #1955 
 
HONORS  
Service Streamers 
None 
 
Campaign Streamers 
Antisubmarine, American Theater 
Air Offensive, Japan 
New Guinea 
Western Pacific 
Leyte 
Luzon 
China Offensive 
 



Armed Forces Expeditionary Streamers 
 
Decorations 
Distinguished Unit Citation 
Formosa, 25 Mar-4 Apr 1945 
 
Air Force Outstanding Unit Award 
12 Nov-6 Dec 1957 
 
Philippine Presidential Unit Citation 
 
EMBLEM 
 

 
386th Bombardment Squadron emblem 
 
386th Fighter-Bomber Squadron emblem: On a red shield, bordered white, edged black, an Air 
Force blue bomb, point downward, in pale, outlined black, flanked with two Air Force yellow 
lightning flashes, over all in saltire, two sabers, blades of the second, hilts and pommels of the 
fifth, all outlined black. (Approved, 17 Jun 1955) 
 
MOTTO 
 
NICKNAME 
 
OPERATIONS 
Antisubmarine, Dec 1942-Feb 1943; combat in Southwest and Western Pacific, 27 Dec 1943-28  
Aug 1945.  
 
18 August 1945 Last U.S. air combat casualty of World War II occurs during mission 230 A-8, 
when two Consolidated B-32 Dominators of the 386th Bomb Squadron, 312th Bomb Group, 
launch from Yontan Airfield, Okinawa, for a photo reconnaissance run over Tokyo, Japan. Both 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Consolidated_B-32_Dominator
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yontan_Airfield
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tokyo,_Japan


bombers are attacked by several Japanese fighters of both the 302nd Air Group at Atsugi and the 
Yokosuka Air Group that make 10 gunnery passes. Japanese aces Sadamu Komachi and Saburo 
Sakai are part of this attack. B-32 piloted by 1st Lt. John R. Anderson, is hit at 20,000 feet, cannon 
fire knocks out number two (port inner) engine, and three crew are injured, including Sgt. 
Anthony J. Marchione, 19, of the 20th Reconnaissance Squadron, who takes 20 mm hit to the 
chest, dying 30 minutes later. Tail gunner Sgt. John Houston destroys one attacker. Lead bomber, 
Consolidated B-32-20-CF Dominator, 42-108532, "Hobo Queen II", piloted by 1st Lt. James Klein, 
is not seriously damaged but second Consolidated B-32-35-CF Dominator, 42-108578, loses 
engine, has upper turret knocked out of action, and loses partial rudder control. Both bombers 
land at Yontan Airfield just past 1800 hrs. after surviving the last air combat of the Pacific war.  
  
28 August 1945 
Consolidated Consolidated B-32 Dominator, 42-108528, of the 386th BS, 312th BG, crashed east 
of Amaro-O-Shima in the Ryukus after engine failure. 11 of 13 aboard survived. One of the last 
operational missions of World War II.  
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